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Azerbaijan is known for its.rich and ancient history.
Archacological finds discovered,in the course of research clearly
indicate that the country’s teritory is among the oldest hotbeds
of human civilization. Archacological studies in Azykh Cave in
Garabagh revealed an almost 2 million-year-old human history
in the territory of Azetbaijan. The jaw bone of a primeval
human being (the Azykh man or Azykhanthropus) dating
back to the Acheulian period (350-400 thousand years ago) is
another proof of Azerbaijan’s belonging to the area of primeval
human formation. It was thanks to this finding that Azerbaijan
was included in the map of Europe’s Ancient Inhabitants,

Since the Paleolithic Period (Ancient Stone Age),
residents of the area were involved in the process of forming a
highly developed and unique culture. Samples of material culture
discovered in both North and South Azerbaijan provide sufficient
evidence of the Azerbaijanis’ being among the world’s oldest
settled nations.
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The history of Azerbaijani statehood is 5000 years old. The first tribal unions
and state systems in the country’s territory date back to late IV — early III millennia B.C.
During the period of 1 millennium B.C. to I millennium A.D, the states of Manna, Midiya,
Scythian and Massagethian Kingdoms existed in the territory of Azerbaijan, followed by
even more powerful states like Caucasian Albania and Athropatena. The states mentioned
above played an important role in Azerbaijan’s ethno-political history and the process of
nanon-building all over the country.

Azerbaijan in IV-111
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In III century AD. Azerbaijan fell under the Sassanian Empire
(Iran), whereas in the VII century the area was conquered by the Caliphate.
The Arabi¢ rule for almost 600 years failed short to hamper the nation-
building processes in Azerbaijan. With the Caliphate’s decline as of mid
IX' céntury, the local dynasties like the Shirvanshah, the Saji, the Salari,
the Ravvadi and the Shaddadi dominated the local political stage, with the
Azerbaijani language becoming an official lingua franca all over the country.

In the middle of XI century, Azerbaijan became a part of the Great Seljuk
Empire. The Azerbaijani states of Shirvanshah and Eldeniz (Atabey), revived and
reinforced with the collapse of the Seljuk Empire, played a pivotal role in the further
development of the Azerbaijani statehood traditons. The State of Eldeniz, then one
of the most powerful players in the Middle East, had a crucial input in the nation’s
ethno-political history and further increase of the Azerbaijani language’s outreach.

In XV-XVIII centuries, empires of Garagoyunlu, Aggoyunlu, Sefevi,
and Afshari, possessing vast territories in the East, were run by the dynasties of
Azerbaijani descent.

Babak, the Natonal Hero,
canvas by S. Sharifzadeh.




The Double Gate of the Baku's Citadel (Gosha Gapy in Icheri Sheher). X11 century, Baku. T
Portrayal of the lions protecting the bull under the sun and the moon, hewn into stone at :
the entrance to the Double Gar, is onc of the coats of arms of the Stare of Shirvanshah.
The lions symbolize power and might, whercas the bull stands for plenty and abundance,
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In the second half of XVIII century, Azerbaijan
got split into small duchies (the khanates). The division
of the Azerbaijani lands hampered the country's social,
cconomic and political development. Dissent among
the khanates was among the major causes of their
inabiliry to withstand the outer attacks. This in turn put
the very independence of the duchies in jeopardy.

The Garabagh Khanate was founded in 1748
by Panakhali Khan (1748-1763). The town of
Shusha was the ('.f/:h‘df cff'ff)n' Kbhanate located

in-between the Kura and Avaz
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The Fortress of Shusha.

The Ganja Gare, 1750-1757.
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The Rampart in Sheki, XVIIT century
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Taking benefit of this situation, Iran under the Gajar dynasty on the
one hand, and the Russian Empire on the other hand, succeeded in splitting
Azerbaijani in two parts pursuant to the Treaties of Gulistan and Turkmanchay.
Following the Gulistan Treaty, signed on October 12, 1813, Iran recognized the
Russian sovercignty over the Khanates of Ganja, Garabagh, Sheki, Shemakha,

Guba, Baku and Lankaran, rogether with Eastern Georgia and Dagestan.
Iravan and Nakhchyvan Khanates remained under control of the Gajarian Iran.
The Turkmanchay Peace Treaty of February 10, 1828 complered
the process of separation of the Azerbaijani lands. The Treaty furchermore
confirmed the Russian territorial possessions specified in the Gulistan Peace
Treary of 1813, adding the Khanates of Nakhchyvan and Iravan as part of

the Russian Empire.
Irticle 15 of the 1 wrkmanchay 1 reaty sanctioned the settlement af
ethnic Avmenian residents of Iran and South Azerbaijan in the newly-
cqueired tervitories of North Azerbaijan. On March 21, 1828, both
\Nakhchyvan and Iravan Khanates were abolished to be replaced by so-

called “Avmenian Region!
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On May 28, 1818, the Republic of Azerbaijan, the first secular and demoeratic state of
its kind in the Orient was established in North Azerbaijan. Pursuant to the resolution of the
Paris Peace Conference, adopred on January 11, 1920, the Democratic Republic of Azerbaijan
got a de facto recognition as an independent state. A number of serious steps were taken at
that period in such important areas as cconomy, culture, educarion, public health, judiciary and
building military capabilities. Within the 23 months of its existence, the Democratic Republic
of Azerbaijan succceded in establishing official diplomatic relations with a number of countries

and concluded numerous bilateral and multilaceral agreements.

Intijani’s Declavation of Independence proclaimed the foundation of the first

tamentary democracy in the Turkic and Muslim world.

Declavation reads:

Uhe Azerbaijani peaple shall henceforth bear sovercien rights, and Azerbaijan
iy the East and South Transcauncasia shall constitute a sovereign and

wadent stalke.

Democratic Republic shall constitute the basis of political system in Azerbaijan.
[he Democratic Republic of Azevbaijan aspives to establish good neighbor
i with all members of the international community in geneval and with its
nediate ueighbors in particular.
Ihe Democratic Republic of Azerbaijan, within its tervitory, shall gnarantée civil

olitical vights to all its citizens, ivrespective of ethnic origin, confession, socitl sbatits
£ : i 4

Ihe Demacratic Republic of Azerbaijan guarantees broad apportunities for free
tevelopment to all ethnic groups residing in its terrvitory.
Unless the Constituent . Issembly is convened, the NatiouwhCouncil elected
ugh the nationmwide vote and the Provisional Government agtotitable to the

[ Conncil w"r.n"f‘:{u."s'i‘af the whole uf f:g'!'b.!._‘lf.-ﬂ!.

.

thro

The Memorial commemoraning
the Democratic Republic of Azerbaijan.




On April 28, 1920, the Democratic Republic of Azerbaijan was overtaken by the
Communist Russia. This led to the announcement of the Sovier Socialisc Republic of
Azerbaijan. In the meantime, che Republic of Armenia was founded in the western part
of indigenous Azerbaijani lands in 1918 to be followed by the Sovier Socialise Republic of
Armenia two years later. The latter one’s territory accrued at the expense of the districes (uyezd)
of Zangazur, Gazakh, Sharur and Ordubad, originally forming an integral part of Azerbaijan.
Furthermore, in 1923, the Autonomous Region of Daghlyg Garabagh (H ighland Garabagh)
was illegitimarely proclaimed within Azerbaijan, contrary to the will of the Azerbaijani
people. In"1924; the Autonomous Sovier Socialist Republic of Nakhchyvan was formed.

A “series of uprisings took place in North Azerbaijan to oppose the Sovier
colonial regime, followed by bloodbath of massacre, repressions and exile. Hundreds
of thousands of ecthnic Azerbaijanis were uprooted from the original areas of
residence in Western Azerbaijan, then the Sovier Socialist Republic of Armenia.

During World War 2, the Azerbaijani people manifested a true courage and heroism
fighting Nazis both in the batdefield and in the rear, as well as by joining anci-fascist
movements in various European states. 640 thousand ethnic Azerbaijanis were drafted to the
Soviet Army, more than 10 thousand out of them women.

The role of Baki's oil in the victory over Nazism in WW2 was absolutely crucia
75 ;;m".-";'.q,-,.l tons rgf r'J','mf'r' oil frn'n:'fﬁ"r'r( f’{l' f)',.nl’.'.'r corenie n'f_,fr'u' _-;rmn" three quarters of t /
overall "II'.‘r'f"F'f”"”J’”” /‘5'”(!"4’“ tion of that-time USSR. In the meantime, the Baku
industry supplied up to 85-90 per cent of fuels and lubricants.

Shipment of Baku's oil
to the front, 1942,

A monument erected in memory
of the fallen in World War 2.




In the course of collapse of the Soviet Union,
North  Azerbaijan  became the hotbed of a powerful
liberation movement. In response to this, the Soviet Troops
invaded Baku to curb the ever-increasing dissent against
rian regime and committed an

the 70 vears of roralit
atrocious massacre of civilians. The national independence
of Azerbaijan was reinstated with the declaration of
the Republic of Azerbaijan on  October 18, 1991.

Since the very first years of its independence, the

Republic of Azerbaijan became the subject to Arme

military aggression. The separatist movement launched by

ethnic Armenians within Azerbaijan evolved into a full-
fledged warfare. With a significant military support from
the ourside, Armenia succeeded in occupying 20 per cent
of the rerritories of the Republic of Azerbaijan. As a result,
more than million erthnic Azeris were displaced, the public
and polirical stability within the country undermined and the

threar of civil war became imminent.

Erernal Fire commemorating the
victims of the tragedy of
January 20, 1990,
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Occupied territories of the Republic of Azerbaijan:
The Region of Daghlys Garabagh

Area = 4 388 kn?

Population — 189,085 residents (1989)

Ethic composition:

Armenians — 145,450 (76,9%)

Azerbaijanis — 40,688 (21,5%)

Russians — 1,922 (1%)

Others — 1,025 (0,6%)

The District of Shusha

Area - 289 kn?

Population — 20,579 residents (1989)
Ethnic composition:

Azerbaijanis — 19.036 (92,5%)
Armenians — 1,377 (6,7%)
Occupied on May 8, 1992

Districts adjacent to Daghlys Garabagh

Lachyn occupied on May 18, 1992
Kalbajar occupied on April 2, 1993
Aghdam occupied on July 23, 1993
Fuzuli occupied on August 23, 1993
Jabrayil occupied on August 23, 1993
Gubadly occupied on August 31, 1993
Zangilan occupied on October 29, 1993

Casuallies of the aggression

20 thousand dead
50 thousand handicapped
4,866 missing

The following Resolutions of the
senconditional fberation of 4

and repatriation of their
UUNSC Resoll 3
UNSC Resolution
UUNSC Resalution
UNSC Resolution No.884, Novewber 11, 1993,
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With Heydar Aliyev’s return to power following insistent demand

of the nation in 1993, when the very independence and the sovereignty

of Azerbaijan were under a serious threat, the domestic stability was
restored, the ceasefire accomplished and substantial internal reforms
were launched in the country.

Ocrober 10, 1993,

1 The ceremony of signing the Contract
of Century, Seprember 20, 1994,
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1995, the Constirution of independent Azerbaijan w adopred

\s a successor of the Democratic Republic of Azerbaijan

I a democrane, secular unitary republic based on

of human rights and cvil liberties constitute the

SHAE o \zerbajan provides social welfare and

1w whole naton and each individual, together with

ng culture, educanon, health, science and arts and support._in
the narion’s historie, tangible and intangible cultural heritage.
\zerhaia known for a model culture of rtolerance/ towards
ms and ngregavons  peacetully coexisting in the countey. The
L TR d " the treedom  of conscien for all clzens.

licy of roday’s Republic of Azerbaijan is based onf thelinterhational

15 conducted in full compliance with the principles of tespect rowards

ind terrtonal integrity of all states and nen-interference into

\s a result of successful domestic and forcign policy of President
tnonal independence of  Azerbaijan, goy’ furthermore reinforced,

v nroa regional leader capable of finding its duce place in the system of

lations









