





The Republic of Azerbaijan is located in the
castern part of the South Caucasus, at the western
coast of the Caspian Sea, at laurude 38 degrees 25
minutes to 41 degrees 55 minutes north and longitude
44 degrees 50 minutes to 50 degrees 51 minutes east.
The country’s overall area is 86,6 thousand square
kilometers. Azerbaijan shares land border with the
following countries: the Russian Federation in the
north, the Republic of Georgia in the north-west,
the Republic of Armenia in the west and south-west,
and the Islamic Republic of Iran in the south. Marine
borders, besides Russia and Iran, are also shared with
the Republics of Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan.
The city of Baku is the capiral of Azerbaijan.

The country features a very complex and
diverse lay of land comprising mountain ranges (the
Greater Caucasus in the north, the Lesser Caucasus
in the west and south-west, and the Talysh Mountain
Range in the south-east), the Kura-Araz Lowland
in-berween them. The true altirude varies from 27
meters below sea level to 4446 meters above sea level
(Mount Bazarduzu).
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Rich flora of Azerbaijan is dlso known for its tremendous
diversity featuring 4500 specimens. The eountry features some truly
relic plants like argan tree (parrotia persica DC), silk tree acacia (albiz
yulibrissin  durazz), chestnut oak (quercus castaneifolia C.A.Mey),
Oriental persimmon (dyospires lotus L.), Hircanian holly (ilex hyrcana
pojark), mondell pine;erc: Riparian woodlands along the rivers of
Kura, Araz, Ganykh and Gabyry are rich in poplar, willow, oleaster,
elm, mulberry, ramarisk and pomegranate. At the moment, there is a
pressing need to protect almost 400 floral specimens, so 140 species of
rare and extinct plants were included in the Red Book.

Sweer pea (Lathyrus).

! Forest primrose (Cyclamen elegans). ! Elecampane (Inula).







Duc to an enormous narural and climaric diversity, the country’s fauna is also rich and versatile.
More than 25000 species of animals are registered in Azerbaijan. Majority of them are mammals,
fish, birds, repriles, crustaceans, amphibians, ere. The Red Book of the Republic of Azerbaijan
encompasses 108 endangered species, out of them 14 mammals, 36 birds, 13 reptiles and amphibians
fish and 40 insects. A ser of reserves, preserves (environmentally sensitive areas) and national parks
was arranged in Azerbaijan with a view to prorecting the country’s unique wildlife,
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Grazelles (Gazella subgutturoza Giildenstaeds). Spoonbill (Platalea leucordia).
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\zerbaljans territory s rich in nawral resources. Rich deposits of oil
wid gas o the Peninsula of Absheron were known good 5 thousand years ago.

\ 35-meter-deep borchole dug in 1594 is considered the first production
well in Absheron. In 1847, the world’s first mechanically drilled oil well was put
mto operaton i Bakus industrial suburb of Bibi-Heybar, whereas, in 1949, the
world’s first offshore oil producton was launched in the famous Oil Rocks oilfield

anudse the Caspian Sea. As the hotbed of the oil industry, Azerbaijan provided more
than half of the world’s hydrocarbon production by the beginning of XX century.
Non-conventional combustible resources produced in Azerbaijan include natural
birumen, extracted in the peninsula of Absheron, Gobustan and the downstream Kura,
shales in the Districts of Ismayilly, Guba, Shamakhy, Gobustan and Absheron, coal and

brown coal in Terter and Gabala Districts and Gynykh-Ayrichay Zone.

Badamly, natural mineral
water source, Shahbuz,

Salt-mine in Duzdagh, considered
a natural miracle. Babak.




¢ Duzdagh vicimines, Babak.







Mount Tufandagh. The Greater Caucasus Mountain Range.




View on thé Shahdagh peak from Bazarduzu,

1 Frozen waterfalls near Laza village, Gusar.




Khynalyq village locared ar the height of 2500 i
meters over sea level, with ethnic and culrural .
traditions preserved inmct 1o this day, Guba {

The Khynalyy niver, Guba.
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